Helpful Tools to Have When Building Notebook Lessons
Hardware
1. Microphone- cheap ones work fine

2. Ear phones- ear buds work fine

3. Digital/video camera- your computer might have this; flip cam is nice; digital camera is fine (some can record video clips)
4. Sound recorder- PC’s usually have this; on Windows XP- go to start, all programs, accessories, entertainment, sound recorder

Software
1. Audio converter- I use Switch Audio converter. It’s free and easy. http://www.nch.com.au/switch/plus.html
Audacity is another choice. If you download that, you must also download the lame encoder. http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
Lame encoder download directions: http://audacity.sourceforge.net/help/faq?s=install&item=lame-mp3
2. Video converter- I use Quick Media Converter. It is free and easy. http://www.snapfiles.com/get/qmconverter.html
3. Audio editor- use to shorten/modify audio files;

 Wav pad- I use this one. It is quick and easy; however, it is in trial version, so it will expire. You will have to delete it from your control panel then reinstall it each time it expires. http://www.nch.com.au/wavepad/index.html
Audacity- see above

4. Crazy Talk – an awesome program for animating pictures. Free trial to download at www.reallusion.com/crazytalk/
Storage Devices
Save all of your files often and in more than one place! Save all of your files often and in more than one place! Save all of your files often and in more than one place! Do you get it?

1. USB jump drives- very useful; prices have gone down.

2. External hard drives- range from $100 on up; holds LOTS 
Collections of Websites
1. www.portaportal.com
 Here is a free place to store your websites online; is usually not blocked at schools. I store all of my favorite websites here; accessible to anyone whom I give my url to. 

2. www.delicious.com
 It’s also free to store websites here; but some districts have this sight blocked.

Collections of Folders

Start collecting media (pictures, clip art, videos, etc. Keep them in folders for easy access.

Collection of Characters

1. Use MS Paint or SMART Notebook to make your own.
2. Do a google search for create your manga, south park avatar, your wild and crazy self, etc. Use the screen capture tool in Notebook to save them. 
